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EVENT SCHEDULE
8:30-9:00am

REGISTRATION, COFFEE & NETWORKING

9:00am

EVENT WELCOME
Professor Romola Bucks, Director, The Raine Study

9:05-9:10am

WELCOME TO COUNTRY
Professor Simon Forrest, Curtin University

9:10-9:20am

COMMENTS FROM
THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL RESEARCH, VOLUNTEERING, AND INNOVATION & ICT
The Honourable Stephen Dawson MLC

9:20-9:45am

EVENT KEYNOTE: WA COHORTS REUNITE - WHY OUR FUTURE IS TOGETHER
Professor Desiree Silva, The ORIGINS Project, Telethon Kids Institute

9:45-9:55am

UPDATES ON THE RAINE STUDY 2021-2022
Associate Professor Rebecca Glauert, Scientific Director, The Raine Study

9:55-10:35am

SENIOR RESEARCHER PRESENTATIONS - PEOPLE'S CHOICE TOPICS
1. Professor Roger Hart, The University of Western Australia: Fertility and reproductive health
2. Professor Ashleigh Lin, Telethon Kids Institute: Mental health and wellbeing
3. Professor Leon Adams, The University of Western Australia: Gut microbiome
4. Dr Jennifer Marino, The University of Melbourne: Sexual and gender diversity

10:35-11:05am

MORNING TEA

11:05-11:10am

INTRODUCTION OF SESSION CHAIRS - STUDENT RESEARCHER PRESENTATIONS
Dr Qiang Li, Lions Eye Institute and Associate Professor Joanne McVeigh, Curtin University

11:10am-12:00pm

STUDENT RESEARCHER PRESENTATIONS
1. Jocelyn Tan, The University of Notre Dame Australia
2. Kelly Sansom, The University of Western Australia
3. Dr Ashish Yadav, The University of Western Australia
4. Natasha Wood, Flinders University
5. Silvia Kiconco, Monash University

12:00-12:05pm

INTRODUCTION OF SESSION CHAIRS - EARLY CAREER RESEARCHER PRESENTATIONS
Dr Nicholas Badcock, The University of Western Australia
and Dr Jennifer Marino, The University of Melbourne

12:05-12:35pm

EARLY CAREER RESEARCHER PRESENTATIONS
1. Jason Charng, The University of Western Australia
2. Rachelle Pretorius, Telethon Kids Institute
3. Jun Yang, Hudson Institute of Medical Research

12:35pm

GROUP PHOTO

12:50-1:50pm

LUNCH & NETWORKING

EVENT SCHEDULE
1:50pm

WELCOME BACK, OVERVIEW OF AFTERNOON SESSION

1:55-2:00pm

PERSPECTIVES FROM AN EARLY CAREER RESEARCHER
How the Raine Study shaped my career
Dr Samantha Lee, Lions Eye Institute/The University of Western Australia

2:00-2:10pm

PERSPECTIVES FROM THE RAINE STUDY'S FOUNDING INVESTIGATOR
What I wish I'd known as an early career researcher...
Professor John Newnham, The University of Western Australia/The Womens and Infants
Research Foundation

2:10-2:40pm

PARTICIPANT PANEL
Putting consumer engagement into research
Representatives from the Raine Study's Generation 2 cohort ("the kids" born into the Study, 19891992) and their Generation 1 parents (recruited at 18 weeks pregnant, 1989-1991)

2:40-2:50pm

PARTNER PRESENTATION
The role of philanthropy in supporting world-class research
Dr Barbara Sheil, Research and Evalutation Manager, Stan Perron Charitable Foundation

2:50-2:55pm

ANNOUNCEMENT OF RAINE MEDICAL RESEARCH FOUNDATION PRIZE WINNERS
Prizes for Best Student Presentation and Best Early Career Researcher Presentation
Dr Amanda Cleaver, Director, Raine Medical Research Foundation

2:55-3:05pm

CLOSING ADDRESS
The Raine Study's future vision and focus
Professor Romola Bucks, Director, The Raine Study

3:05-3:15pm

AFTERNOON TEA

3:15-4:30pm

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP NETWORKING
Researcher and participant networking within and across the 14x Special Interest Group areas of
expertise
EVENT CLOSE
Thank you for joining us to celebrate 33 years of scientific achievement
by the participants, researchers and staff of the Raine Study

ABOUT THE RAINE STUDY
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Multigenerational Value
The Raine Study is a prospective longitudinal cohort study, and the oldest pre-birth
longitudinal study in the world. It relies on the same group of genetically-related family
members originally recruited between 1989 and 1991 to participate in each follow-up.
The longer the same people continue to take part in the study, the more valuable their data
become.
Based in Perth, 2,900 pregnant women (Gen1) were recruited to be part of the Raine Study
between 1989 and 1991, giving birth to 2,868 children (Gen2, the initial focus of the Raine
Study). Our Gen2 participants have now turned 30 and have taken part in a remarkable 17
follow-up studies since before they were born until now, each contributing over 30 million
pieces of genetic data. Over 73% of our Gen2 participants are still actively involved in Raine
Study assessments.
In addition to the original Gen1 and Gen2 participants, the Raine Study has recruited 109
grandmothers (Gen0) of the original Raine Study children and more than 500 babies (Gen3)
born to our now adult Gen2 participants.

Life-Course Research
To date, over 600 peer-reviewed journal articles have been published based on Raine
Study research data. Because of the Raine Study, the medical world has:
•

Established the safety of ultrasounds and set the standard for routine prenatal
ultrasound scanning worldwide;

•

Identified genes associated with birthweight, lung function, language development,
puberty and reproductive development;

•

Discovered that children who were breastfed for four months or longer had a
healthier weight, suffered less asthma and allergies and fewer behavioural problems
into adolescence and beyond.

A Uniquely Collaborative Resource
The Raine Study is funded and managed as an Unincorporated Joint Venture between all
five Western Australian-based universities as well as Telethon Kids Institute and the Women
and Infants Research Foundation, with ongoing support from our original funding partner
the Raine Medical Research Foundation. Visit rainestudy.org.au for further information.
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SESSION 1
Event Welcome
Professor Romola Bucks, Director, The Raine Study
Romola joined UWA in 2007. Born and educated in the UK, she
graduated with honours in 1986 from the University of Bristol, in 1990
with a Master in Clinical Psychology, University of Birmingham and
with a PhD in Cognitive Psychology from the University of Bristol, in
1991. Romola is a Psychology Board of Australia endorsed Clinical
Psychologist and was dual registered as a Clinical Psychologist and
Clinical Neuropsychologist in the UK.
During her career in clinical and academic practice, she has made a distinguished
contribution to understanding factors that contribute to healthy and abnormal ageing,
and to translating this knowledge into social benefits for our ageing population.
Whilst publishing work across the lifespan, she is internationally recognised for her
work in the diagnosis of cognitive decline and dementia, and for her expertise in the
cognitive and affective consequences of key disorders of ageing, including
obstructive sleep apnoea, type-2-diabetes, Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s.
Romola is on the Board of Directors of the Australian Psychology Accreditation
Council. She has held visiting academic status at The University of Southampton, UK,
and has contributed multiple submissions to Law Reform Commission inquiries, and,
more recently, to the House of Representatives Standing Committee on Health, Aged
Care, and Sport on the Inquiry into Sleep Health Awareness in Australia.
As Head of the School of Psychological Science, 2017 to 2020, she oversaw one of
UWA’s fastest growing Schools with 3000+ students and more than 60 academic
staff. She was Deputy Executive Dean of the Faculty of Science, UWA from January to
October 2020.
Romola has been the Director of the Raine Study since January 2021. In January
2022, Romola was appointed Pro Vice Chancellor (Health and Medical Research),
UWA.
Welcome to Country
Professor Simon Forrest, Curtin University
Simon Forrest was born and raised in Wadjuk country (Perth). He has
connections to country at Goomalling (Balardong), Swan Valley
(Wajuk), Mt Magnet (Badimaya) and Leonora (Wongutha). He trained
as a primary school teacher and worked in schools in in Aboriginal
communities and rural towns. He has also worked in the public sector
in senior managerial positions in education and curriculum and
Indigenous affairs policy and implementation.
Simon is WA’s longest serving Aboriginal academic having been teaching
undergraduate and postgraduate students since 1983 at Edith Cowan University, The
University of Western Australia, Curtin University and Michigan State University. He
was the Inaugural Head of KurongKurl Katijin School of Indigenous Austrlian Studies
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at ECU. His services are widely sought particularly as a presenter in the areas of
Aboriginal Education, History and Politics, Cultural Awareness and Competency and
Cultural Consultancy. In 2005 was awarded National Scholar of the Year at the
National Aboriginal and Islander Day Observance Committee Awards.
Official Open: Comments from the Minister for Medical Research, Volunteering, and
Innovation and ICT
The Honourable Stephen Dawson, Member of the Legislative Council
Stephen was born in Dublin, Ireland and migrated to Australia in 1989.
Stephen studied to be a French and Drama teacher at Edith Cowan
University and in 1995 he joined the Labor party at the University
orientation day.
Stephen was elected to represent the Mining & Pastoral Region at the
2013 Western Australian state election. He served as Shadow Parliamentary Secretary
for the Kimberley, Pilbara, Gascoyne and Goldfields-Esperance regions before being
promoted to the position of Shadow Minister for Mental Health; Disability Services
and Child Protection in September 2013.
Stephen has been a Chief of Staff to a number of Government Ministers in Western
Australia and Victoria, has worked for the Trade Union movement and immediately
prior to his election to Parliament, worked as the Western Australian State Manager
for Essential Media Communications. Upon coming to Government in 2017 Stephen
was elected as the Deputy Leader of the Government in the Legislative Council, a role
he continues to hold and was appointed as the Minister for Environment and Disability
Services.
Stephen has also served as the Minister for Electoral Affairs, Minister for Mental
Health, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs and Minister for Industrial Relations prior to
being appointed to his current roles of Minister for Emergency Services; Innovation
and ICT; Medical Research; Volunteering in December 2021.
Keynote Speaker
Professor Desiree Silva, Co-director, The ORIGINS Project, Telethon Kids Institute
Keynote Title: Cohort studies unite! Why the world is greater than the sum of its parts
Professor Desiree Silva is co-director for the ORIGINS Project (2017current), which is a collaborative initiative with Telethon Kids Institute.
She is the Professor of Paediatrics at the University of Western
Australia and Head of Paediatrics and Neonatology at Joondalup
Health Campus.
Desiree qualified as a doctor in the UK and completed her paediatric specialist
training in Western Australia and the Northern Territory. She has a strong interest in
neurodevelopmental disorders with over 20 years experience in managing children
diagnosed with ADHD, autism, anxiety and developmental disorders.
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Updates on the Raine Study 2021-2022
Associate Professor Rebecca Glauert, Scientific Director, The Raine Study
Associate Professor Glauert is the Scientific Director of the Raine
Study, and a Principal Research Fellow at the School of Population and
Global Health at the University of Western Australia.
Since the start of her research career her passion has been to connect
data-informed evidence to life-changing interventions and decisions to
improve the health and wellbeing outcomes of our most vulnerable citizens. Rebecca
has dedicated her career to connecting researchers, government, and the community.
She led the Developmental Pathways and Social Policy Team at Telethon Kids
Institute, which focused on linking administrative datasets from non-health agencies
to health data to explore the life-course epidemiology of many non-communicable
disease outcomes. Rebecca's commitment to ensuring that data are used for public
good led her to develop the West Australian Child development Atlas, a freely
available atlas which geographically maps data on children and young people across
WA, and she has recently been awarded a grant to create an Australian National Child
Health and Development Atlas with partners from across the country. Rebecca's
passion for data led her take on the role of Scientific Director of the Raine Study, to
assist researchers and government to gain access to valuable data sources that, when
used for research and decision making, can make an impact on people’s lives.
Rebecca has worked closely with government to change the culture around data and
the use of evidence in policy and decision-making. Rebecca's work shows that with
accurate up to date information and evidence, governments can do a lot more to
assist those most vulnerable in our society.
Senior Researcher Presentations – People’s Choice Topics
Professor Roger Hart, The University of Western Australia
Topic: Fertility and reproductive health
Professor Roger Hart is the medical director of Fertility Specialists of
WA and National Medical Director of City Fertility. He is also Professor
of Reproductive Medicine and the Deputy Head of the Division of
Obstetrics and Gynaecology at the University of Western Australia.
He was awarded sub-specialty accreditation in the field of
reproductive medicine in the UK in 2002 prior to moving to Australia. He has
published over 160 papers in the field of reproductive medicine and has active
interests in the early life origins of male and female reproductive disorder, polycystic
ovary syndrome and all aspects of infertility management and is internationally
recognised as an expert in the field of reproductive medicine.
Professor Ashleigh Lin, Telethon Kids Institute
Topic: Mental health and wellbeing
Professor Ashleigh Lin completed Master of Clinical Neuropsychology and PhD
degrees at The University of Melbourne. Ashleigh held postdoctoral research
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positions at Orygen The National Centre for Youth Mental Health and The University
of Birmingham in the United Kingdom before taking up her current role at the
Telethon Kids Institute in 2014 as a National Health and Medical Research Council
(NHMRC) Early Career Fellow. She is currently a NHMRC Career Development
Research Fellow and Program Head of Mental Health and Youth at the Institute.
Ashleigh's research is focused on early detection and intervention for mental health
problems in adolescents and young adults. She is particularly interested the mental
health of vulnerable groups, such as gender diverse and Aboriginal young people.
Professor Leon Adams, The University of Western Australia
Topic: Gut microbiome
Leon Adams (MBBS, FRACP, PhD) is an Associate Professor in the
Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences, University of Western
Australia and Consultant Hepatologist and Gastroenterologist at Sir
Charles Gairdner Hospital. Professor Adams is a local graduate who
underwent gastroenterology training in Perth before undertaking a
fellowship in the Mayo Clinic, United States and completing a PhD at
The University of Western Australia (UWA) in 2007. His research areas include clinical
and epidemiological aspects of non-alcoholic fatty liver disease.
Dr Jennifer Marino, University of Melbourne
Topic: Sexual and gender diversity
Dr Jennifer Marino is a Senior Research Fellow in the Department of
Obstetrics and Gynaecology at the University of Melbourne and Royal
Women’s Hospital. An epidemiologist, Jennifer conducts both
population-based and clinic-based research in women’s health, with
particular emphasis on sexuality and reproductive health. She uses
longitudinal cohorts to answer questions about the development of
risk-taking behaviour over the lifespan and the health of sexuality and gender diverse
young people.
Jennifer trained in biology and nursing in the United States. She completed her MPH
in Epidemiology/Biostatistics at the University of California and her PhD in
epidemiology at the University of Washington. Her working life in Australia began at
the Lifecourse and Intergenerational Health (LIGHt) Research Group at the Robinson
Institute in Adelaide, where she studied health aspects of infertility and its treatment,
for parents and child.
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SESSION 2
Session Chairs – Student Researcher Presentations
Dr Qiang Li, Lions Eye Institute
Dr Qiang Li was the 2021 winner of the Raine Medical Research
Foundation prize for Best Student Presentation. He graduated as a
Doctor of Medicine from the University of Western Australia in 2022
and is now a researcher at the Lions Eye Institute.
Associate Professor Joanne McVeigh, Curtin University
Jo McVeigh is a teaching and research academic who conducts high
impact, consequential research focusing on the measurement and
analysis of free-living physical activity and sedentary behaviour in
children and adults and its relationship to health and chronic disease.
Jo is a leading international expert in the measurement of physical
activity and sedentary behaviour. Jo leads funded research projects that focus on the
feasibility and effectiveness of using wearable sensors for the assessment of activity
and sleep behaviours as a standard component of clinical practice. Jo supervises high
quality HDR research and is also an associate editor for The Journal for the
Measurement of Physical Behaviour. She is the Allied Health Honours Coordinator in
the Curtin School of Allied Health, and is one of the leaders of the Raine Study’s Sleep
and Activity Special Interest Group.
Student Researcher Presentations
Jocelyn Tan, PhD Candidate, The University of Notre Dame Australia
Topic: The way they move? Loading differences and bone health in adults with

Developmental Coordination Disorder.

Jocelyn is a PhD candidate whose research is focused on physical
activity patterns in individuals with poor motor skills across the
lifespan and its association with adult health outcomes. Her research
work aims to assess the impact of these motor problems on health and
wellbeing and look at how exercise behaviours can improve quality of
life and health outcomes for individuals with poor motor skills.
Kelly Sansom, PhD Candidate, The University of Western Australia
Topic: Association between sleep irregularity, OSA and Hypertension in a middle-aged

community population

Kelly Sansom is a fourth year PhD candidate at the Centre for Sleep
Science, the University of Western Australia. Kelly’s PhD broadly
focuses on the characteristics and treatment of sleep apnoea
associated hypertension. Her research has been based on large wellcharacterised middle-aged cohorts from the Raine Study and the
Western Australian Sleep Health Study.
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Dr Ashish Yadav, Senior Registrar – Public Health, WA Country Health Service – South
West
Topic: Fetal growth trajectories and measures of insulin resistance and adiposity in

young adults

Ashish is a public health medical practitioner with WACHS-South West
and a PhD candidate at UWA Medical School. His research focuses on
fetal growth in the Raine Study and further exploring developmental
origins of cardiometabolic diseases during adult life.
Natasha Wood, PhD Candidate, Flinders University
Topic: Scars of Childhood Stress: Does DNA methylation mediate the relationship

between childhood socioeconomic position and young adult depression symptoms?
Natasha is a Psychologist and a Clinical Psychology PhD student in the
College of Education, Psychology and Social Work, Flinders University.
Her PhD research uses epigenetics (biological mechanisms that modify
gene expression without modifying the genetic code) to explore how
kinds of childhood stress affect mental health. She specifically
investigates whether socioeconomic position and young adult mental
health outcomes are linked by changes known as DNA methylation, which work like
tags on our DNA to tell a gene whether it should be expressed or not. Natasha has
recently returned from the United States where she was on a Fulbright Future
Scholarship (2021-2022) to work with the Psychiatric and Neurodevelopmental
Genetics Unit at the Massachusetts General Hospital.
Sylvia Kiconco, PhD Candidate, Monash University
Topic: Normative cut-offs for polycystic ovary syndrome (PCOS) diagnostic features in

adolescents using cluster analysis. Longitudinal cardio-metabolic profiles in
adolescents with and without Polycystic ovary Syndrome (PCOS)

Sylvia Kiconco has a background in Applied Epidemiology and is a final
year PhD student at Monash University Clayton, under the supervision
of Dr Anju Joham, Professor Helena Teede and Associate Professor
Arul Earnest. Her current research focuses on diagnosis of polycystic
ovary syndrome and involves use of various Epidemiological and
Biostatistical approaches. She is a recipient of the Research Training
Program scholarship from the Commonwealth of Australia.
Session Chairs – Early Career Researcher Presentations
Dr Nicholas Badcock, The University of Western Australia
Dr Nic Badcock is a developmental cognitive neuroscientist interested
in how perceptual and attentional capacities underpin complex
functioning such as how cognitive control relates to reading abilities.
His research focuses on learning difficulties and exceptional
development with the aim of contributing to scientific understanding
as well as translation for education and intervention. Through
understanding everyday behaviours like reading, he investigates the workings of the

11

mind. He conducts these enquiries using behavioural psychophysics and
neuroimaging techniques (e.g., electroencephalography, functional transcranial
Doppler ultrasound, and functional magnetic resonance imaging).
Dr Jennifer Marino, The University of Melbourne
Dr Jennifer Marino is a Senior Research Fellow in the Department of
Obstetrics and Gynaecology at the University of Melbourne and Royal
Women’s Hospital. An epidemiologist, Jennifer conducts both
population-based and clinic-based research in women’s health, with
particular emphasis on sexuality and reproductive health. She uses
longitudinal cohorts to answer questions about the development of
risk-taking behaviour over the lifespan and the health of sexuality and gender diverse
young people.
Early Career Researcher Presentations
Dr Jason Charng, Research Fellow, Lions Eye Institute
Topic: Association between vitamin B3 intake and health of the inner retina
Dr Jason Charng obtained his PhD degree at University of Melbourne
followed by a post-doctoral fellowship at The University of
Pennsylvania, USA.
He currently conducts research and teaching at Lions Eye Institute and
the Department of Optometry, UWA.
Dr Rachelle Pretorius, Research Associate, Telethon Kids Institute
Topic: Maternal diabetes in pregnancy and developmental programming of

neurodevelopment disorders: An inflammatory Hypothesis

Dr Rachelle Pretorius is a Registered Nutritionist (RNutr) and senior
research associate in Epidemiology, diabetes and obesity. She is
particularly interested in understanding the influence of early life
environment and exposures, such as nutrition during pregnancy and
early childhood, on later life disease outcomes. Rachelle completed
her PhD at the University of Western Australia as part of the SYMBA
Study– Promoting Gut Health (SYMBiosis) for Allergy prevention (a sub-project of The
ORIGIN project). Rachelle is working on the Australian arm of the EU Child Cohort
Network “Early-life stressors and LifeCycle health.” Her work aims to assess the
influence of early-life risk factors on child development.
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Associate Professor Jun Yang, Head of Endocrine Hypertension Group, Hudson
Institute of Medical Research
Topic: Effect of oral contraception on screening tests for primary aldosteronism and

blood pressure in young women: a 10-year longitudinal study

A/Prof Jun Yang is the Head of the Endocrine Hypertension Group at
Hudson Institute of Medical Research, Consultant Endocrinologist at
Monash Health and Research Fellow in the Department of Medicine at
Monash University, Victoria, Australia. Jun completed her PhD at
Monash University on tissue-selective coregulators of the
mineralocorticoid receptor in 2013 and has continued basic and
clinical research in the field of mineralocorticoid-driven cardiovascular disease, in
particular, primary aldosteronism. She established the Endocrine Hypertension
Clinical Service in 2016 and collaborates both nationally and internationally to
improve the detection and understanding of primary aldosteronism.
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SESSION THREE

Perspectives from an Early Career Researcher
Dr Samantha Sze-Yee Lee, Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Lions Eye Institute
Title: Navigating academia with the Raine Study: perspective from an ECR
Samantha is a Postdoctoral Research Fellow in the Lions Eye Institute’s
(LEI) and an Adjunct Research Fellow in the University of Western
Australia. She is mainly involved in the ocular epidemiology and
Atropine for the treatment of myopia studies in Western Australia. Her
research interests include epidemiology and population health, eye
movements and visual impairment, and children’s vision. Samantha
Lee completed her PhD in early 2017 in the Vision and Driving research unit at the
Queensland University of Technology.
Perspectives from the Raine Study’s Founding Investigator
Professor John Newnham, Head of Division of Obstetrics and Gynaecology, The
University of Western Australia; Chief Scientific Director, Women and Infants
Research Foundation
Title: What I wish I’d known as an ECR…
Professor John Newnham graduated in medicine from The University
of Western Australia in 1976 and pursued postgraduate training in
obstetrics in Australia, Africa, the United Kingdom and the United
States. In 1989, Professor Newnham pioneered the Raine Study, which
involved recruiting 2900 unborn babies at 18 weeks of pregnancy and
then following their health, and that of their family, for life. This was
the world’s first pregnancy-focused lifetime cohort study and remains one of the most
successful medical research studies to have been conducted in Australia.
Professor Newnham is Head of the UWA Division of Obstetrics and Gynaecology,
based at King Edward Memorial Hospital, and Chief Scientific Director of the Women
and Infants Research Foundation. He is also an Adjunct Professor at Peking
University, Beijing.
Partner Presentation
Dr Barbara Sheil, Research and Evaluation Manager, Stan Perron Charitable
Foundation
Topic: The role of philanthropy in supporting world-class research
Dr Barbara Sheil completed her PhD in microbiology and immunology
in Ireland before moving to Perth in 2009. She has an extensive career
studying the human immune system and interaction of immune cells
with their internal (neurological, mental, and emotional) as well as
external environments to create normal, healthy individuals. She
currently works as the Research and Evaluation Manager at Stan
Perron Charitable Foundation, working with the expert panel and the Board in
managing and evaluating research and community grants.
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Announcement of the Raine Medical Research Foundation Prize Winners
Dr Amanda Cleaver, Director, Raine Medical Research Foundation
Dr Amanda Cleaver received a BSc (Molecular Genetics) from Curtin
University and went on to achieve Honours in Microbiology at UWA.
She graduated with a PhD in cancer biology from the UWA School of
Medicine and Pharmacology in 2007. She has since completed her
Masters of Business Administration at Curtin University and graduated
with Distinction. She has also completed the Leadership Development
for Women program at UWA and the Australasian Research Management Society
(ARMS) Advanced level Accreditation program.
Amanda has worked in research management and medical research for over 16 years.
Prior to her role as Director of the Raine Medical Research Foundation, she worked in
the not-for-profit/University sector as a Project Manager. Her background also
includes working as a Research Development Adviser for the Faculty of Medicine at
UWA, providing advice and programs to help researchers improve competitiveness for
grant funding and engage in collaborative research. She has held postdoctoral
positions at the Telethon Kids Institute and the Tumour Immunology Group, UWA
where she managed small teams of staff and students and attracted more than
$850,000 in competitive research grant funding.
Closing Address: The Raine Study’s Future Vision and Focus
Professor Romola Bucks, Director, The Raine Study
Romola has been the Director of the Raine Study since January 2021.
She graduated with honours from the University of Bristol, with a
Master in Clinical Psychology, University of Birmingham and with a
PhD in Cognitive Psychology from the University of Bristol. She is a
Psychology Board of Australia endorsed Clinical Psychologist and was
dual registered as a Clinical Psychologist and Clinical
Neuropsychologist in the UK.
Romola brings a distinguished academic and scientific background to the Raine
Study. She sits on the Board of Directors of the Australian Psychology Accreditation
Council, and in 2018 was made a Fellow of the Association for Psychological Science
for her contribution to the field. In January 2022, Romola was appointed Pro Vice
Chancellor (Health and Medical Research), UWA.
During her career in clinical and academic practice, she has made a distinguished
contribution to understanding factors that contribute to healthy and abnormal ageing,
and to translating this knowledge into social benefits for our ageing population.
Whilst publishing work across the lifespan, she is internationally recognised for her
work in the diagnosis of cognitive decline and dementia, and for her expertise in the
cognitive and affective consequences of key disorders of ageing, including
obstructive sleep apnoea, type-2-diabetes, Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s.
Romola is a passionate science communicator, hosting, speaking at and organising
multiple community events.
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